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Illin o is ’ MRI Up and Running, 
Accepting Patients
T he University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine’s magnetic res­onance imaging (MRI) facility is up and 
running, accepting patients. Cats and 
dogs are expected to make up most of 
the caseload, though other species up to 
200 lbs. can be accomodated.
Cases are admitted through the 
college’s regular channels, starting ei­
ther as a medicine or surgery referral. 
The clinician on the case then requests 
an MRI if warranted. The MRI service 
is part of the college’s total “Imaging 
Center,” and is operated by the imag­
ing section.
Dr. John Losonsky, a radiologist at 
the college, interprets the MRI images 
and explains the results to the clinician 
who submitted the case. “We usually 
use MRI for central nervous system 
cases, such as the brain or spine,” he 
notes. “It’s also useful for imaging all 
soft tissue structures due to the excel­
lent contrast obtained.”
MRI is especially useful for detecting 
tumors, infarcts or blood clots, spinal 
canal disease, or ligamentous or 
cartilagenous disease of joints.
“MRI can provide veterinarians with 
a detailed image of what is happening 
in an animal without invasive surgical 
techniques and without the potentially 
harmful effects of radiation,” says 
Dr. Robert Clarkson, who is coordinat­
ing the MRI program at the college.
Because animals can’t be 
instructed to lie still for the 
10 to 20 minutes required 
for an imaging procedure, 
patients are anesthesized.
Though the MRI unit 
looks similar to the CAT 
scan unit (with both featur­
ing a large, cylindrical pa­
tient tunnel), the MRI uses 
magnetic fields to obtain 
images rather than a radio­
active field. Each modality 
has its strengths. CAT 
scans, as well as traditional 
radiology, ultrasound, and 
nuclear medicine imaging, 
complement the MRI ser­
vices at the college and together make 
up the complete Imaging Center.
Only two other veterinary schools 
have an MRI unit, and one of those is 
in Canada.
Clinicians have been pleased with the 
MRI images obtained. One commented 
that MRI images provided more infor­
mation on a case than a myelogram, 
for example.
Dr. Losonsky works closely with Drs. 
Robert Clarkson and Igor Kuriashkin, 
associate professor in radiology and post­
doctoral research associate in radiology 
respectively, who concentrate on the 
imaging itself. They are always striving 
to enhance the quality of the images.
In time, the two imaging specialists 
hope to have an off-line computer in­
stalled which will enable them to create 
3-dimensional image models on com­
puter to help students understand the 
2-dimensional MRI images. Enhanced 
computer facilities would also permit 
them to measure the progression of a 
disease from one MRI image to the next 
and be more precise in defining the 
margins of tumors or the extent of an 
inflammation.
For more information about clinical 
MRI patient services at the college, 
contact Dr. John Losonsky at (217/ 
333-2000). ■
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Dr. John Losonsky evaluates a compression of the lumbosacral 
region in a German Shepherd Dog using an MRI image.
Drs. Igor Kuriashkin (left) and Robert Clarkson position a pig in preparation for an 
MRI scan.
First Equine Nuclear Medicine 
Workshop is a Success
THE FIRST OF ITS KIND, the Uni­
versity of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine’s Equine 
Nuclear Medicine Workshop 
played to a sell-out crowd.
Equine practitioners and clini­
cians from as far away as 
England and Sweden con­
verged in Urbana, 111. for three 
days of intensive, hands-on 
nuclear imaging training from 
September 18-20, 1992.
Registration was limited to 
12 participants so everyone 
could get the most out of the 
workshop’s balanced mixture 
of lecture, wetlab, and discus­
sion. A second workshop has been 
scheduled for January to accomodate 
those who had to be turned away from 
the first workshop.
“The course is designed to familiarize 
practitioners with basic theory and prac­
tical applications of nuclear scinti­
graphy in equine diagnostic medicine,” 
said Dr. Robert Twardock, head of the 
nuclear medicine section at the college.
Nuclear medicine diagnostic services 
are being introduced into private equine 
practice.
“We’re after the basics here,” Dr. 
Twardock notes, “Our goal is to give 
workshop participants a good under­
standing of the essentials of nuclear
scintigraphy and of what is required to 
get a nuclear medicine facility started.”
Participants learned about radio­
pharmaceuticals, gamma camera 
operation, safety, nuclear probe tech­
niques, and image interpretation. A team 
of specialists from the college, including 
Drs. Bob Twardock, Mark Chambers, 
Gordon Baker and Stephen Kneller, who 
have a wealth of practical experience in 
equine bone and lung imaging, shared 
their knowledge with participants.
For more information, please contact 
Dr. Bob Twardock in care of the 
college’s Continuing Education Office, 
2001 S. LincolnAve., Urbana, IL61801 
(217/333-2907).
Attendees of the first equine nuclear medicine workshop 
participate in performing a scan.
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The Rites o f Passage
The Cypress trees opposite our Ba­sic Sciences Building are turning brown and losing their needles. Much 
has transpired since they became green 
last spring including events of historic 
importance to the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine. Part of 
the job of being Dean, as I see it, is in 
providing a focus of communication 
between many segments of society on 
which we depend including the Univer­
sity itself, alumni, clientele, and the 
commodity and industrial groups on 
whom we depend for advice and sup­
port as well as the tools we use to reduce 
pain and suffering in animals.
In maintaining these contacts, we 
develop a fairly extensive social calen­
dar which in the last year has included 
entertaining the graduating class at our 
home as well as the freshmen class of 
1996 this fall, the registrants of the EVP 
program, the class of 1952, veterinary 
spouses during the Fall Conference, our 
administrative secretarial staff, the fac­
ulty and academic professionals, and 
the graduate students. When people 
ask Carroll what she does, there is a bit 
of a pause, since it seems no longer 
appropriate to say she is a nurse, and 
she hasn’t yet thought of a professional 
category that includes being a full-time 
Dean’s spouse. I want to publicly ac­
knowledge and applaud her efforts in 
supporting me in the role of Dean and 
in bringing a warmth and collegiality to 
her work that best exemplifies the fra­
ternal and family aspects of being part 
of veterinary medicine.
In terms of passages, the recognition 
night for Dr. Erwin Small was a major 
undertaking for the College. It was a real 
treat to meet Erv’s family, and as he had 
indicated, “they are a lively bunch.” 
The “Small” night was like Erv—some­
what larger than life—and the extent of 
involvement of organized veterinary 
medicine plus many groups on campus 
made it an event that became larger 
than a retirement party and I think 
brought credit to all of veterinary medi­
cine. Terry Rathgeber and I have since 
received offers from a number of people 
to organize their retirement party or to 
plan their daughter’s weddings!
Erv’s retirement began in June, and 
after a prescribed sixty-day period, we 
were allowed to employ him again on a 
20%-time basis to continue his work 
as Associate Dean for Alumni Affairs. 
This means that he gets paid less, but 
the life-long commitment is still there 
and we get a full day’s work. I had to 
chuckle recently when Erv, looking a bit 
sheepish, passed my door at 7:05 a.m. 
—old habits die hard!
We are also seeing the passage of 
some key campus administrators. 
Chancellor Weir will return to full-time 
teaching next year and Vice Chancellor 
for Academic Affairs Bob Berdahl has 
just been named incoming president of 
the University of Texas at Austin. We 
in Veterinary Medicine will miss the 
support of both of these men. They have 
guided and encouraged us through dif­
ficult times and will be missed. I person­
ally feel a sense of loss in these changes 
since it is these two who chose me to 
serve as dean. I wish them well.
Last year, the College faculty approv­
ed our first “rolling” five-year plan. One 
implication of having a plan which may 
be considered either an advantage or 
disadvantage is that you can look back 
at what you proposed to do and compare 
it with the way in which events have 
transpired. Under the leadership of 
Dr. Gary Jackson, the current commit­
tee has completed the progress report 
which will form the first part of our 
current year’s plan. Despite the finan­
cial constraints of the current and previ­
ous years, it is remarkable that the 
progress report itself is as large as last 
year’s total plan. I expect that as the 
College as a whole begins to see that this 
process is taken seriously and we intend 
to set out and accomplish achievable 
goals, there will be a lot more interest.
Planning has continued to initiate a 
diagnostic service for Brookfield and
Lincoln Park Zoos and the Shedd 
Aquarium. We now have a Memoran­
dum of Understanding signed by all of 
these institutions and the University of 
Illinois and are preparing to advertise 
for a pathologist and residents to initiate 
the service. An interesting side of this 
undertaking has been planning for 
fundraising to support and enlarge this 
undertaking.
A highlight of the summer was the 
recognition bestowed on Drs. LeRoy 
Biehl and Kristi Green in receiving the 
Merck Creativity Award of $25,000 for 
the development of the Executive Vet­
erinary Program. It is true that I recom­
mended this development to LeRoy but 
as he says I also suggested a lot of other 
things that did not work out!
We had a tremendous Field Day at 
our Dixon Springs Agricultural Center 
to highlight our outdoor swine produc­
tion unit. This development, jointly 
funded by the Pig Improvement Com­
pany who supplied the animals and 
Moorman Manufacturing Company 
who provided equipment and engineer­
ing advice, is a demonstration, educa­
tional, and research tool that has now 
come to fruition. Nearly 700 attendees 
from 11 states risked rain and lightning 
to travel in lightly “covered wagons” 
around the facilities to view various 
structures which support mating, ges­
tation, farrowing, weaning, and growing 
areas of the unique pasture-based en­
terprise. Our first crop reached market 
weight in just over five months and, to 
our surprise, averaged over 270 pounds 
each. We subsequently found that the 
following farrowing was also at market 
weight. It just goes to show you how 
potent that southern Illinois fescue 
grass can be when combined with a little 
sunshine and com. ■
January 8-10,1993 
Three-Day Equine Nuclear Medicine 
Workshop, Urbana. Repeat of Sept, 
workshop due to popular demand.
Limited to 12. Contact Dr. Twardock, c/o 
Continuing Education Office (217/333-2907).
January 18,1993
Alumni Reception, North American 
Veterinary Conference, Orlando, Florida. 
Contact Terry Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
February 6,1993 
Equine Ultrasound Short Course 
and Wet Lab, Urbana. Sponsored by Ul 
Student Chapter of AAEP. Designed to 
familiarize practitioners with the basic theory 
and practical applications of endoscopy in 
equine diagnostic medicine. Contact 
Sandy Brown, ISCAAEP, Ul Coll, of Vet. 
Med., 2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 
61801 (217/582-2764).
February 6,1993
Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation Session,
Urbana, Illinois. One-day workshop hosted 
by Ul Wildlife Medical Clinic. Targeted for 
State of Illinois wildlife rehabilitators and 
veterinarians with interest in wildlife.
Good chance to meet rehabilitators and pick 
up handy tips. For registration details, 
contact Continuing Education Office 
(217/333-2907).
February 15,1993
Alumni Reception, Western Veterinary 
Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada.
The Class of '83 is planning a reunion in 
conjunction with this conference.
Contact Terry Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
April 3,1993
Veterinary Medicine Open House.




lllini Benefit Hunter Show, Urbana.
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Fire Destroys $100,000 Electron Microscope
A SHORT IN THE instrument’s electrical 
system was the apparent cause of a 
fire that destroyed the college’s 
scanning electron microscope on 
October 6, 1992. The EM technician 
noticed the fire shortly after turning 
the equipment on first thing in 
the morning.
The heat generated by the short 
circuit in the wiring melted and 
subsequently ignited plastic parts 
within the unit. “The machine 
essentially melted down due to 
the intense heat," said Dr. Rex Hess, 
director of the electron microscopy 
facility.
The building was evacuated while 
firemen got the situation under 
control. The microscope was under a 
maintenance contract at the time. 
Further investigation will determine 
whether it can be replaced.
Dr. Hess noted that the loss would 
be felt by the department. “I doubt 
that we will be able to replace it unless 
the contract covers the loss. In the 
meantime, faculty needing this type of
instrument will have to use the 
campus central facility,” he said.
Also destroyed in the fire were two 
darkrooms that are used by the facility 
and college faculty. Lenses for the two 
enlargers must be replaced and the 
rooms must be cleaned before activity 
can resume. Darkrooms are available 
on campus to faculty who need to 
print EM negatives during the 
clean-up period.
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New Gamma Camera Improves Efficiency o f Nuclear 
Medicine Services at College
A SECOND, OVERHEAD NUCLEAR medicine gamma camera at the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine at Urbana is enabling college personnel to 
provide fuller service to their clients. Previously, all imaging had to be done with 
a floor-mounted camera.
Because of a ramp installed to make imaging of horse’s feet easier, the 
floor camera could not be raised high enough to image a horse’s back.
With the second camera suspended from a new overhead rail, a wider range 
of imaging possibilities is opened for diagnosing equine health problems at 
the college. The overhead camera is used for imaging the upper body surfaces 
of horses, including lungs, spine, pelvis, vertebral column, and hip joints. 
Both cameras use the same computer.
“We’ve tried to keep the system simple and inexpensive,” notes Dr. Bob 
Twardock, nuclear medicine division chairperson. “The overhead camera is 
actually the same one we used for two years before we upgraded our floor 
camera. After using it for three months, we are very pleased with the results 
we are getting.”
Dr. Bob Twardock and Janet Francisco position the overhead 
gamma camera over an equine patient in preparation for a 
nuclear medicine scan.
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New Faculty Join College
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| , On September 1st,
* N  Dr. Anthony (Tony)
Gallina came on board 
at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine as 
director designate of the 
diagnostic laboratory 
and as visiting professor 
in pathology.
The University of 
Illinois is not foreign 
turf to Dr. Gallina. From 1973 to 
1976, he served as director of the 
college’s diagnostic laboratory and as 
a professor with the Department of 
Pathology and Hygiene.
A 1960 DVM graduate of The Ohio 
State University, Dr. Gallina worked 
in private practice for six years in 
Kent, Ohio. In 1969, he received a 
PhD in veterinary pathology from the 
University of Connecticut. He later 
worked for the Animal Disease 
Diagnostic Laboratory at Purdue 
University. He then came to Illinois 
for three years. Prior to accepting his 
current position with the college, he 
was director of the Washington Animal 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory and 
professor of microbiology and pathol­
ogy at Washington State University 
in Pullman.
His new duties will involve super­
vising the day-to-day functions of the 
college’s diagnostic laboratory.
He also plans to teach diagnostic 
procedures to veterinary students 
and hopes to initiate new research 
studies in the near future.
He is married to Dr. Lynne 
Siegfried, associate director of the 
National Veterinaiy Services Labora­
tory in Ames, Iowa.
On July 1st, Dr. Sue 
Hall joined the college 
as clinical assistant 
professor in small 
animal medicine.
She handles routine 
outpatient cases at the 
hospital, referring them 
to staff specialists if 
needed.
Dr. Hall graduated 
with her BVM&S (DVM) in 1983 from 
the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. 
She and her husband, Dr. Iain Hall, 
teaching associate and dermatology 
resident at the college, owned a 
small animal and equine practice for 
seven years in Scotland. In 1990, 
they sold the practice and she came 
to the United States. Prior to accept­
ing her current position, she taught 
feline anatomy to students in 
Parkland College’s veterinary 
technician program.
While here. Dr. Hall will oversee the 
college’s Community Practice Service. 
The community practice is a client 
and teaching service which allows 
pet owners to bring their animals to
the hospital for routine procedures. 
Hours are by appointment 9-4 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, and 1-7:30 Tuesday. Each 
week, Dr. Hall supervises a group of 
fourth-year veterinary students who 
assist with the cases.
Dr. Hall plans to implement a client 
newsletter which will feature pet 
health care tips for owners. She also 
hopes to collect and analyze data on 
the community practice such as new 
and repeat client trends.
Dr. Carol Lichtensteiger
accepted a position as 
assistant professor in 
pathology in the col­
lege’s Department of 
Veterinary Pathobiology, 
effective July 15th.
Her new position 
includes both research 
and teaching respon­
sibilities. She plans to 
pursue the subject of her PhD 
investigation—the lentivirus in goats 
—a virus similar to the AIDS virus in 
humans. She hopes to gain a better 
understanding of the pathogenesis of 
the disease and determine the role of 
the immune system in pathogenesis 
and protection. In addition, she hopes 
to initiate new research studies and 
collaborate with fellow researchers 
on various projects.
Her teaching duties will include 
instructing fourth-year students 
during the diagnostic rotation, 
assisting residents in diagnostic 
pathology and helping with the 
instruction of basic pathology.
Dr. Lichtensteiger grew up on a 
livestock and grain farm in Van Wert 
County, Ohio. She earned her DVM 
from The Ohio State University in 
1979. She then joined a predom­
inately food animal practice on the 
Indiana/Ohio border. In 1985, she 
completed a three-year residency in 
veterinary pathology at University 
of Pennsylvania. She went on to 
receive a PhD in veterinaiy science 
from Washington State University 




joined the college’s 
Department of Veteri­
nary Clinical Medicine 
as a visiting assistant 
professor in radiology.
In addition to handling 
routine radiographic 
cases, she will be 
concentrating on 
ultrasound imaging. She will image 
both small and large animal patients.
With the future acquisition of a new 
Doppler ultrasound unit, Dr. Lowiy 
hopes to increase the number of cases
and referrals managed by the depart­
ment and pursue new research 
endeavors in ultrasound. She is also 
interested in increasing the amount of 
training provided to the veterinary 
students in this modality.
A native of Los Angeles, Dr. Lowry 
earned her DVM from the University of 
Califomia-Davis in 1987. She then 
completed an one-year internship with 
the Santa Cruz Veterinary Hospital, 
Santa Cruz, CA. In 1991, she com­
pleted a masters and a three-year 
residency in radiology at Colorado 
State University at Ft. Collins.
Terrance W. Rathgeber.
until recently the 
University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine’s development 
director, has been 
promoted to Associate 
Dean for Development. 
He has continued 
responsibilities for the 
college’s fund raising 
activities and expanded responsibili­
ties in alumni activities and external 
affairs.
Rathgeber has been with the college 
since 1971, starting as public 
information director and editor of the 
publication The Illinois Veterinarian.
He received his BS degree from the 
University of Illinois in 1970, then 
completed an MS degree in communi­
cations in 1974, also from Illinois.
In 1987, he stepped into the college’s 
first development director position.
During his tenure at the college, 
Rathgeber has established numerous 
publications and programs. He has 
been active in the college’s continuing 
education program, alumni activities, 
and public information efforts.
Though he’s been at 
the veterinary college 
as an academic 
professional since 1986, 
Dr. David Schaeffer 
became a tenure-track 
associate professor of 
veterinaiy biosciences 
at the college effective 
August 21, 1992.
Dr. Schaeffer is at 
the forefront of the new science of eco­
system medicine (defined as trying to 
deal with issues of the health of an 
ecosystem using a medical paradigm). 
His research is focused on developing 
the theoretical basis to implement a 
science of ecosystem medicine.
He is working towards coming up 
with a language of diseases of 
ecosystems and identifying signs of 
ecosystem diseases. Biostatistics and 
environmental risk assessment are 
some of his research tools.
Dr. Schaeffer received his PhD in 
organic chemistry from City University
of New York, Manhattan, in 1969. He 
then did a post-doctorate at State 
University of New York, Binghamton, 
after which he was invited to become a 
charter faculty member at Sangamon 
State University in Springfield, 111.
After serving as chair of the biology 
program there for two years, he 
began work for the Illinois EPA, first 
in the Division of Laboratories, then in 
the Division of Water Pollution 
Control. In 1986, he left the EPA to 
work with the U.S. Army Construction 
Engineering Research Laboratory 
(USA-CERL), and he jointly worked 
with the veterinaiy college as well.
He is on the editorial board of 
several journals and is the founding 
president of the new Society for 
Environmental Medicine.
DR. DIEGO SEGRE, professor emeritus of veterinary pathobiology, 
was honored at his retirement by a symposium on “Animal Models 
for Immunological Research on Aging.” Dr. Segre’s primaiy 
research during his career had focused on the aging process.
Nearly 100 persons attended the symposium, held in the 
college’s Large Animal Clinic Auditorium on October 2, 1992. 
Afterwards, participants attended a poster session and wine and 
cheese reception in the Veterinary Medicine Basic Science 
Building’s Atrium, and then adjourned to a banquet at the local 
Chancellor hotel.
Attendees at the banquet included many of Dr. Segre’s former 
students, nationally known leaders in immunology, and faculty 
and staff from the veterinary college and campus. Dr. Segre was 
presented with a bound book of letters and vitae from his former 
students.
Some of Dr. Segre s former students attended his retirement 
banquet. Sitting, front: Dr. Edward Srour, Dr. Diego Segre, Dr. Victor 
Ding. Standing: Dr. Liz Greeley, Dr. Donald Dawe, Dr. Walter Myers, 
Dr. Ronald Kerman, Dr. Kevin McIntosh, and Dr. Luke Muhumuza.
Endowment Being 
Established to Honor 
Dr. Norman Levine
DR. NORMAN LEVINE— one of the best 
known and most respected parasitolo­
gists in the world—has contributed 
not only to his own discipline but to 
biology and scientific thought. Even 
after his retirement in 1983, he has 
continued to come to his office each 
day and has continued to publish.
In honor of those contributions, as 
well as those of Dr. Levine’s former 
wife, Helen, Dr. Ken Todd, veterinaiy 
pathobiology department head and 
parasitologist, established the 
“Norman and Helen Levine Award for 
Research Excellence” in 1990.
Each year, Dr. Todd has funded the 
award, which is intended to recognize 
and stimulate research excellence 
among young faculty. It’s a fitting 
tribute to an exceptional man.
“Although I will assure that this 
award continues on an annual basis 
for many more years, I would like to 
ensure that the award will be given in 
perpetuity,” says Dr. Todd.
As a result, he has begun a drive to 
create an endowment at the University 
of Illinois Foundation. The minimum 
to establish an endowed account is 
$10,000, which will ensure an annual 
award of at least $500 for a young 
scholar.
Donations can be made to the 
University of Illinois Foundation— 
Levine Award and sent to the attention 
of Terry Rathgeber at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, 2001 South 
Lincoln Avenue, Urbana, IL 61801.
Dr. Levine received a BS degree 
from Iowa State University in 1933 
and a PhD from the University of 
California in 1937, after which he 
joined the University of Illinois faculty. 
After a stint in the service during 
World War II, he returned to the 
university’s new College of Veterinary 
Medicine and served as chairman of 
the Division of Parasitology until his 
retirement in 1983.
Classification of parasitic protozo­
ans was his forte. He published 
extensively in the field. His list of over 
530 publications includes 20 books. 
He has been active in many scientific 
societies and served as president of 
six, with the Society of Protozoologists 
receiving his special attention.
Dr. Todd hopes to honor both 
the man and his late wife, who not 
only played a prominent supportive 
role in his life but made noteworthy 
contributions in zoology research.
He hopes that others who have known 
and worked with Dr. Levine and 
recognize the man’s genius will 
contribute towards the endowment 
fund being established.
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Alum ni Association, 
College Honor Four 
Veterinarians
f From left to right: 
o Dr. Jay Nadler of the 
> Illinois College of Veterin- 
ary Medicine Alumni 
Association, presents 
Dr. Russ Chapin (accepting 
on behalf o f Dr. Lester E. 
Fisher, Chicago) with the 
Service Award; Dr. Chester 
Palmer, Malta, III., with the 
Merit Award; and Dr. Paul 
Beamer,Champaign, III., 
with the Special Service 
Award.
Executive Vet Program  
Receives $25,000 
Creativity Award
ILLINOIS' EXECUTIVE VETERINARY 
PROGAM (EVP) was selected from 27 
nominations (one from each veterinary 
school in the nation) to win the 
national 1992 Merck AgVet Award 
for Creativity.
FOUR VETERINARIANS were honored by 
the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine and the college’s 
Veterinary Alumni Association during 
the October 22-23rd Fall Conference 
at Urbana.
Dr. Paul Doby, Springfield, 111., 
recently retired from his position as 
superintendent of the Illinois Depart­
ment of Agriculture’s Division of 
Animal Industries, received a plaque 
from the veterinary college in recogni­
tion of his distinguished service in 
prevention of animal and human 
diseases. Dr. Jay Nadler, president 
of the College of Veterinary Medicine 
Alumni Association, presented 
three awards.
Radial Design Outdoor Pork System  
Draws 650 To Dixon Springs Field Day
Dr. Andy Kraft (far right), manager,
Field Technical Services, Merck AgVet Inc., 
Rahway, New Jersey, presents the national 
1992 Merck AgVet Award for Creativity to 
originators of the Executive Veterinary 
Program at the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine. Dr. Kristi Arndt Green 
(second from right) and Dr. LeRoy Biehl 
(second from left), are the primary 
developers of the program. Dr. V.E. Valli 
(far left) is dean o f the college.
Dr. LeRoy Biehl, coordinator of 
the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine’s Continuing 
Education and Public Service (CEPS) 
section, who developed the program 
together with Dr. Kristi Arndt Green 
and staff at the college, accepted the 
award on August 3, 1992 during 
the annual American Veterinary 
Medical Association Convention in 
Boston, Massachusetts. The winner 
receives a $25,000 grant to support 
and sustain creative teaching pro­
grams. A specially-designed plaque 
was also presented.
The award goes to the college that 
develops the most innovative approach 
in veterinary medical education.
Illinois developed the EVP Swine 
Certificate program in order to 
respond to the changing needs of the 
industry and to provide a high-quality, 
highly motivating educational experi­
ence for veterinarians interested in 
swine production medicine. Designed 
to fill the need for a post-graduate 
training program for both practicing 
and industrial veterinarians, the 
program’s goal is to enhance the 
business, management, and produc­
tion medicine skills of participants.
This innovative two-year program 
was initiated in September 1991. 
Response from the 42 participants, 
who represent eight states and 11 
veterinary colleges, has been over­
whelmingly positive.
The college is currently working on 
developing additional EVP certificate 
series for small animal and equine 
practitioners. The award grant will be 
used to move these projects forward.
Each of the other 26 nominees 
from veterinary colleges around the 
nation received $1,000 honorariums 
for their contribution to creativity in 
veterinary education.
For more information about the 
Executive Veterinary Program, contact 
Dr. LeRoy Biehl or Dr. Kristi Arndt 
Green at (217/333-2907).
Dr. Chester Palmer, a mixed 
animal practitioner from Malta, 111., 
received the Alumni Association’s 
Merit Award for having attained 
outstanding success and distinction 
in the profession of veterinary 
medicine. The recipient must be a 
graduate of the UI College of Veteri­
nary Medicine. Dr. Palmer is a 1964 
Illinois graduate. He has been active 
in organized veterinary medicine, 
service organizations, the local school 
district, and his church.
Dr. Lester E. Fisher, recently 
retired from his position as director of 
Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago, was 
selected to receive the Veterinary 
Alumni Association’s Service Award for 
meritorious service to the profession of 
veterinary medicine. The award is 
presented to a non-alumnus of the 
college who has demonstrated by his 
actions devotion to the veterinary 
medical profession and has contrib­
uted significantly to the development 
of the College of Veterinary Medicine at 
Urbana. Dr. Fisher was a pioneer in 
modem zoo design and the reproduc­
tion of endangered species. He has a 
long record of cooperative efforts 
between the UI College of Veterinary 
Medicine and Lincoln Park Zoo.
Dr. Paul Beamer, Champaign, 111., 
professor emeritus at the veterinary 
college, was presented with the 
Veterinary Alumni Association’s 
Special Service Award for service to 
the college and the veterinary profes­
sion. He served the college for 31 years 
in what was then the Department of 
Veterinary Pathology and Hygiene. 
After his retirement in 1977, he 
provided valuable consultation to the 
college during its building program.
Despite rainy weather, 650 people from 11 different states came to the Dixon Springs Agricultural Center (DSAC) on September 2nd for the premier of the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine’s intensive “radial design” pork production 
system. Visitors traveled from as far away as Auburn, Alabama; Nodaway, Iowa; and 
Eaton, Ohio to learn about this European approach to raising pigs outdoors.
Those attending the field day had an opportunity to take narrated wagon tours of 
the outdoor pork production facility. At the beginning of each tour, Dr. Gene Zinn, 
DSAC veterinarian, provided a brief overview about the operation. Visitors 
then went on to get a close-up look at gestation-farrow, nursery, and 
grow-finish areas which are modeled after a “radial design” system used 
successfully by British producers.
Established by the U of I College of Veterinary Medicine, Pig Improve­
ment Company, Inc., and Moorman Manufacturing Company, the system 
accommodates 120 sows and resembles a half-circle divided into 20, 
one-acre fenced pens. The operation farrowed its first litter April 29th.
In addition to tours, visitors could listen to short talks about the 
operation. Dr. Ted Valli, dean of the veterinary medicine college, prefaced 
the presentations with a welcome and some philosophy of how this pro­
ject personifies the college’s mission of education, service and research.
Dr. LeRoy Biehl, U of I swine extension veterinarian, discussed health 
management procedures including isolation, acclimatization and vaccination pro­
grams. Ed Ballard, CES animal systems specialist, provided feed and nutrition in­
formation. Dr. David Bane, U of I swine extension veterinarian, addressed the topic of 
reproduction management. Dr. DickBevill, coordinator of the project and head of veter­
inary biosciences at the college, outlined construction costs and herd performance data.
The final presentation was made by John Goss, outdoor pig specialist with Pig Im­
provement Company, Inc., Fyfield Wick, England. He discussed outdoor pork produc­
tion in the United Kingdom and highlighted pros and cons of raising pigs outdoors.
“The field day attracted many visitors who are thinking about getting back into 
the business of producing pork,” says Dr. Bevill. “Many producers who abandoned the 
hog business in the early 1980s would now like to get back into swine production and 
are looking at low-cost, high-output outdoor operations as an option.”
Attendees also had a chance to visit with exhibitors about breeding stock, feed 
equipment and pharmaceutical products. A barbecue lunch was served by the 
Shawnee Pork Producers.
DSAC is located approximately 40 miles south of Marion or 25 miles south of 
Harrisburg, 111., within the Shawnee National Forest. For more information about the 
outdoor swine operation write; Dr. Gene Zinn, DSAC, RR1, Box 257, Simpson, IL62985 
or call (618/695-3554) .■
All aboard! Field day visitors climb aboard a wagon to get a first-hand look at the outdoor pork 
production facility at DSAC. Dr. Jamie Lehman (far right), research associate and resident in 
swine production medicine at the college, narrated this tour. Over 650 people from 11 different 
states attended the September 2nd event.
Dr. Paul Doby (right), Springfield, III., accepts 
a plaque from Dr. V. E. Valli, the veterinary 
college's dean, in recognition of his 
distinguished service in prevention of animal 
and human diseases.
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Veterinary
REPORT
A Tribute to Dr. Erwin Sm all: Veterinarian, Teacher, 
Mentor, m ini and Friend
A s  a tribute to our beloved 
Dr. Erwin Small, who retired from 
his jull-time position on May 31st, 
we thought it would be fitting to 
share some of the anecdotes and 
accolades from the letters sent to 
Dr. Small for inclusion in his 
memory album.
“The announcement of your valedictory 
pulls another brick out of veterinary 
medicine’s foundation. You have been 
so long identified with this profession 
that many people don’t even associate 
you with a single college, rather believ­
ing that you belong to all of us, which 
is an appropriate perception. You have 
contributed so much to what is recog­
nized as modem veterinary medicine 
that your name has become a house­
hold word and your reputation that of 
a folk hero.”
—Dr. J.T. Vaughan, Dean, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Auburn University.
“As a student you proved your interest 
and aim was to become a veterinarian. 
You endeared yourself to all staff 
members—academic and nonacademic. 
We saw you ‘take a break’ from vet 
school to help fight the Korean War as 
a dedicated Marine (and I remember the 
roses you always sent to the clinic on 
the Marine’s birthday.) You returned— 
dedicated to pursuing your veterinaiy 
degree. Your graduation was a very spe­
cial day for those of us who ‘had seen 
you through to your goal’.”
—“Miss Mona” (Mona Jervis), former 
surgery technician, UICVM.
“I have many recollections of Dr. Small 
but my favorite occurred early on a 
Sunday morning. I was a senior living 
in the Small Animal Clinic and was 
down in the clinic when Dr. Small sleep­
ily arrived. A client from Chicago called 
who would only talk to Dr. Small. She 
was panicked because her dog had just 
swallowed a golf ball and she wanted to 
know if it was going to kill him. Stalling 
for time so he could gather his thoughts, 
Dr. Small told the client, “It depends, 
what brand was it?” The client dutifully 
ran off to find out what brand while Erv 
figured out how to handle the client.” 
—Dr. Richard K. Martin, Class of '74.
“There are not enough accolades to fully 
describe Dr. Small’s impact on veteri­
nary medicine. It is obvious that not 
only his veterinary science but the vet­
erinary society and the students are his 
passion and life. And when it comes to 
knowing Illinois veterinaiy graduates, 
where they are, and what they are doing, 
Dr. Small is a walking directory. He is 
truly Illinois Veterinary Medicine nay 
Veterinary Medicine at its finest.”
—Dr. Wayne Brown, practitioner, Paw 
Paw, IU.
“We Ags don’t forget all your efforts in 
Food for Century III. You made a dif­
ference! What fun! What hard work! 
Your enthusiasm for every job or oppor­
tunity has been infectious. Your College 
has benefitted so 
greatly from your 
energetic approach.





U of I College of Ag.
“Erv has made a 
greater impression 
on Veterinary Med­
icine in the State of 






“Among your many 
accomplishments, 
you played a major 
role in guiding the 
College from its in­
fancy to its present 
stature. As a teach­
er and investigator, 
you have excelled 
and have deserved 
all of your awards.
As a student coun­
selor, you were the 
guiding cohesive 
force that made the 
U of I Veterinary 
Alumni Organiza­
tion the very best.
In all of your ac­
complishments, you 
have been a friend 
as well as a col­
league to the entire
staff and you will be greatly missed by 
all who worked with you.”
—Dr. A1 Schiller, past Head of the 
Small Animal Clinic, UICVM.
“It has been my privilege to know and 
work with some true giants in the 
teaching and public service profession 
—those who bear the marks of excel­
lence—and you are among the very 
best of them!
—Dr. John R. Campbell, President, 
Oklahoma State University, past 
Dean, U o f I College of Agriculture.
Small Endowment 
Results Announced
R e s u lts  to date of the fund drive 
for the Erwin Small Scholarship  
Endowment were announced at the 
retirement party in the Ul Assembly  
Hall O ctober 21. Dr. Gary Brummet 
to ld those gathered that as o f that 
day, over $82,000 had been raised  
or p ledged for the endowment fund  
by more than 600 donors, represent­
ing alumni, colleagues, family, 
friends, clients, present and former 
staff and faculty members. Dr. 
Brummet appeared on the program  
as chairman and representative of 
the eight-person comm ittee that had 
planned and conducted the 
successfu l fund drive. He also to ld  
those in attendance that th is effort 
was the most successful drive ever 
to recognize a retiring faculty  
member at the University of Illinois.
The comm ittee will meet again  
early next year to finalize their 
recommendations on the criteria  
associated with the scholarships. 
Tentatively, the criteria discussed  
include a strong academ ic record  
and active involvement in o rganized  
veterinary medicine. The first Small 
scholarships will be awarded in the 
fa ll o f 1993, and will be awarded in 
perpetu ity from that point forward.
—For more information about the 
endowment, contact Terry 
Rathgeber at (217/333-2762).
“During my stay at the U of I as a faculty 
member in the Small Animal Clinic, it 
was my habit to come to the clinic very 
early in the morning. I had heard the 
rumors about Dr. Small—how he con­
sidered the hospital 
and the College as 
his family. Despite 
the fact that I never 
actually saw him 
roam the hospital, I 
knew there was not 
an inch of the hos­
pital that he didn’t 
inspect on a daily 
basis. No matter 
where I went in the 
hospital, no matter 
how early or how 
late, I always caught a 
whiff of Dr. Small’s 
cigar smoke. I must 
admit on a least a 
dozen occasions 
that I actually set 
out to catch the 
stealth inspector on 
his rounds. I would 
sneak through the 
halls, trying to find 
the source of his 
wafting cigar smoke. 
No matter how hard 
I tried, I never was 
able to see the man 
in his act. I must 
admit there was 
some comfort in the 
knowledge that Dr. 
Small had been 
there ahead of me. 
In fact, I would not 
be surprised if stu­
dents and faculty 
members long in 
the future will oc­
casionally catch the 
faint waft of cigar 
smoke deep in the 
comers of the hospital on some very 
early mornings and some very late eve­
nings.”
—Dr. Gregory K. Ogilvie, Associate 
Professor of Oncology, Colorado State 
University.
“I first heard from Dr. Small when I 
opened my practice in 1968. He kept 
harassing me to join the ISVMA. I didn’t 
have much money then, and frankly, I 
hoped he would go away. He didn’t. He 
finally signed me up in 1974 and I’ve 
been a member ever since.”
—Dr. Thomas C. Martin, Adair 
Gardens Pet Hospital, Belleville, IlL
“Dr. Erwin Small has set so many fine 
examples that it would be impossible to 
begin to list them, but it boils down to 
the fact that we all are proud to be 
counted among his friends.”
—Dr. David M. Rash, Class of '60.
“A cigar continued to be an integral part 
of thinking of Dr. Small. The fragrance 
of cigar smoke greeted one upon enter­
ing the clinic first thing in the morning 
and was a comforting presence while 
working alone in the Emergency Room 
late at night. Dr. Small was always on 
duty.”
—Dr. Deborah Logerquist, Class of '80.
“One of my favorite memories of Dr. 
Small is when he performed at the 
Student Talent Show. He and a student 
dressed up in suits and hats and did a 
dance to the Blues Brothers movie 
theme. Dr. Small played the part of 
John Belushi. I can vividly remember 
him up on that stage dancing around 
with his cigar in his mouth. But my 
very favorite part was when they turned 
around, lifted up their suit jackets and 
wiggled their rears! I thought my sides 
would burst!”
—Barbara Huffman. Education 
Secretary, Veterinary Clinical Medicine, 
UICVM.
“Every professional school, business or 
company needs a catalyst to hold the 
ship together. Thanks Erv, for being 
that person.”
—Dr. Darrell Jessen, Class o f '55. 
Editor’s Note:
Dr. Small’s presence and cigars will 
remain a common sight in the hall­
ways, as he continues to work part 
time in alumni and public affairs. 
Congratulations Dr. Small!
Dr. Small studies a patient’s radiograph.
On behalf of the University o f Illinois Athletic 
Association, Lou Hensen, head of men's 
basketball coach, presents Dr. Erwin Small 
with a basketball and football autographed by 
the Fighting mini. Dr. Small received the 
mementos during his October 21st retirement 
program at the U of I Assembly Hall.
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In Memoriam
Twenty-nine staff employees at the College of Veterinary Medicine were honored recently for service 
to the University o f Illinois. From left to right: Front row: Lil Morales, Donna Reed, Theo Oliver, 
Richard Yasinski, Doris Faught, Carla Manuel, Pat Hanes, Debra “Sam" McCall, J ill Garner.
Back row: Truth Callison, Ronald Taylor, Eric Leisner, Gary Bidner, Judy White, Richard Manuel, 
Elmer Switzer, Rebecca Bergstrom, Marie Stoerger, Carol Wakefield, Lucille Wright, Gregory Harris.
Gary Bidner gets 
ready to bring some 
Humane Society animals 
into the clinic.
Twenty-nine Employees at Veterinary 
College Honored fo r Service
T he more already-neutered pets are adopted from the local humane society, the less chance there is of 
producing unwanted stray animals in 
the community. And the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine 
at Urbana and the Champaign County 
Humane Society have decided to work 
together to improve the odds.
Recently, the two launched a program 
where selected humane society animals 
are brought to the veterinaiy college for 
neutering. Everybody wins.
Veterinary students get more chances 
to perform routine surgeries, such as 
spays and neuters. Students perform 
pre-operative examinations and tests 
to ensure the animal is able to handle 
surgery.
The animals get a better chance at 
adoption, because potential owners 
don’t have to calculate surgery costs into 
obtaining the animal.
The community benefits because 
these pre-neutered animals won’t slip 
through the cracks and end up produc­
ing more unwanted animals. Humane 
Society board member Harriett 
Weatherford, who was a driving force 
in getting the program on its feet, says, 
“By law, all animals adopted from a 
humane society must be neutered. But 
sometimes we lose track of the pet own­
ers and can’t confirm that the animal 
has been neutered.” She’s pleased that 
this program will remove any doubt 
about an animal’s reproductive status.
And even local veterinarians benefit 
because the more animals local resi­
dents adopt, the more annual exams 
and veterinary care they are expected 
to provide.
On July 27, 1992, the col­
lege received the first ani­
mals as part of this program. “It works 
best on large, female dogs,” says Steve 
Notaro, executive director of the 
Champaign County Humane Society. 
“Generally, it could cost an owner in 
excess of $100 to spay that animal, and 
for many potential owners that cost is 
prohibitive.”
Through the efforts of the college’s 
Veterinaiy Clinical Medicine Depart­
ment, an arrangement with the Cham­
paign County Humane Society was for­
malized. Dr. C.W. Smith, surgery sec­
tion head, and Gary Bidner, animal 
caretaker, handle the program at the 
college. Steve Notaro works with his 
shelter manager, Colleen Boughton, to 
supply the animals for neutering.
“Everyone is real happy with the pro­
gram,” notes Dr. C.W. Smith.
The animals are healthy and are se­
lected for their adoptability. To date, 
adoption rates have been extremely good 
(14 of 21 animals sent over).
“It’s the best program I’ve seen at the 
college in all the years I’ve worked here,” 
says Gary Bidner, who coordinates the 
program at the college.
The college saves money on the pro­
gram, even though all surgery costs 
must be covered, because the animals 
don’t have to be purchased. And it 
gives the animals a second chance at 
life. Once the animals are released to 
the humane society, animals do not 
have to be brought back to the univer­
sity. The future owner chooses his or 
her own veterinarian.■
Dr. Donald McKenna Retires
DR. DONALD MCKENNA, assistant 
professor in Production Medicine/ 
Theriogenology at the University of 
Illinois and faculty since 1983, retired 
August 20th.
A native of Schaller, Iowa,
Dr. McKenna earned both his DVM 
and MS from Iowa State University at 
Ames. He worked in private practice 
for 25 years in Mallard and Cascade, 
Iowa. He also held positions at Iowa 
State’s College of Veterinary Medicine 
in veterinary diagnostics and in veter­
inary field services and theriogenology.
While at Illinois, he taught 
first-year, third-year and fourth-year 
veterinary students production med­
icine and theriogenology. He conducted
research in 




in cattle. As a consulting veterinarian 
for the University of Illinois’ beef farms, 
Dr. McKenna was also instrumental in 
adapting herd health programs for the 
beef feedlot and cow/calf herd.
The college honored Dr. McKenna 
with a retirement dinner on November 
5th at the Sea Merchant restaurant to 
recognize his service to the college and 
to his profession.
His retirement plans include garden­
ing and traveling. He may also do some 
consulting work in food animal medicine.
TWENTY-NINE STAFF employees were hon­
ored during the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinaiy Medicine’s 16th 
Annual Staff Recognition Program on 
September 9, 1992. The veterinaiy 
college’s program, established by former 
dean Richard E. Dierks in 1976, is one 
of the first formal programs of its type 
on campus.
The featured award each year is the 
Dr. Robert and Lucy Graham Award, 
presented to a staff employee at the 
college who has made outstanding con­
tributions to the college. This year’s re­
cipient was Elmer Switzer, natural 
laboratory assistant III in veterinary 
pathobiology (VP). He obtained supplies 
for research and diagnostic laboratories 
in the Vet Med Basic Sciences Building.
Switzer was presented with a plaque 
and a $200 check by Dr. Tom Eurell, 
chairman of the college’s Awards and 
Scholarships Committee.
Also honored were 29 employees who 
had served the university between 5 
and 20 years. Gary Bidner, laboratory 
animal technician II in veterinary clini­
cal medicine (VCM), and Doris Faught, 
pharmacist in VCM, received a pin and 
framed certificate for completing 20 
years of service.
Honored for 15 years of service were 
Patricia Hanes, chief clerk in VCM; 
Carla Manuel, secretary IV in VP; Leon 
Peacock, laboratory animal caretaker 
in VCM; F. Donna Reed, administrative 
secretary in VP; and Linda Swett, ad­
ministrative secretary in veterinary 
biosciences (VB).
Completing 10 years of service were 
Eric Leisner, laboratoiy animal techni­
cian I in veterinary administration 
(Admin); Richard Manuel, laboratoiy 
manager in VB; Debra “Sam” McCall, 
animal imaging technologist II in VCM; 
Ronald Taylor, maintenance worker in 
Admin; Judith White, medical records 
technician in VCM; and Lucille Wright, 
staff secretary in Admin.
Five years of service were completed 
by Rebecca Bergstrom, research tech­
nologist II in VP; Linda Brown, veterin­
ary technician I (diagnostic) in VP; Truth 
Callison, typing clerk III in VCM; Robin 
Decker, chief clerk in VCM; Jill Garner, 
account technician II in VP; Nancy 
George, veterinary technician I 
(medicine) in VCM; Patricia 
Grant, formerly a research tech­
nologist II in VB; Gregory Harris, 
laboratoiy animal care technician
I in Admin; Joseph Lieb, farmer 
in Admin; Billy Jo Moore, re­
search technologist I in VB; Lillian 
Morales, scientific photographer
II in Admin; Shelley Rogers, 
supervisor of laboratory animal 
care in VCM; Beth Saupe, veteri­
nary technician in VB; Marie 
Stoerger, account technician II 
in VB; Carol Wakefield, secre­
tary IV in Admin; and Richard
Yasinski, storekeeper II in VCM.
Also honored were recent retirees, 
Theo Oliver, natural laboratory assis­
tant III in VP; Elmer Switzer, natural
Dr. Allen Leman, 1968, of Webster 
City, Iowa, passed away of an 
apparent heart attack while jogging 
on August 26, 1992. He was in 
France, vacationing with his family 
after attending the International Pig 
Veterinaiy Congress in The Hague, 
Netherlands. He is survived by his 
wife, Loretta, along with two sons and 
a daughter. An internationally known 
swine veterinarian, teacher, consult­
ant, and producer, Dr. Leman was a 
partner in Swine Graphics Enter­
prises, a pig data record and farm 
management organization. He also 
had an appointment as adjunct 
professor in swine medicine at the 
University of Minnesota. Memorial 
contributions may be sent to 
Mrs. Loretta Leman, P.O. Box 335, 
Webster City, IA 50595.
Dr. Heide Lott, 1989, of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, was killed in a car accident 
on October 23, 1992. She was nearing 
completion of her doctorate in toxicol­
ogy at Louisiana State University.
She is survived by her father, Dr. 
David Lott ofTremont, 111.; her 
mother. Dr. Sandra Lott of Madison, 
Wisconsin; and a brother and sister. 
Her mother, also in the car accident, 
is recovering. LSU will present Heide’s 
PhD posthumously and has begun a 
memorial fund for her at the school. 
Her classmates have undertaken a 
drive to plant a tree in her memory on 
the Illinois veterinary campus.
laboratory assistant III inVP; and Ronald 
Taylor, maintenance worker in VP.
Dean V.E. “Ted” Valli addressed the 
group, stating that “teamwork is the 
essence of our program.” Guest speaker 
Lynne Hellmer, Manager of Staff Devel­
opment, Personnel Services, told the 
group, “Be honest with yourself. When 
you’re not, your chances of success drop 
rapidly. Accept what can’t be changed.”
Elmer Switzer (left), Champaign, accepts the 
Dr. Robert and Lucy Graham Award from 
Dr. Tom Eurell, chairman o f the University 
of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine’s 
Awards and Scholarships Committee.
The award is presented annually to a staff 
(nonacademic) employee at the college 
who has made outstanding contributions 
to the college.
It’s All for the Animals
Local Humane Society Enters into  
Agreement with Veterinary College
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Class o f 1960 reunion, Terre Haute, Indiana, 
October 11, 1992.
Class o f 1962 reunion, Fall Conference, October 22, 1992. Class of 1967 reunion, Fall Conference, October 22, 1992.
Class of 1977 reunion, Fall Conference, October 22, 1992. Class of 1987 reunion, Fall Conference, October 22, 1992. Class of 1982 reunion, Fall Conference, October 22, 1992.
■ Dr. William C. Dolowy, 1953. 
Mercer Island, Washington, had a 
letter to the editor published in the 
Aug. 15, 1992 issue of JAVMA touting 
the benefits of using a Wood’s light to 
detect dental problems. He notes that 
he’s used the procedure on over 60 
cats and dogs and finds it useful in 
convincing clients that a pet needs its 
teeth cleaned, and also to himself in 
performing a complete cleaning.
■ Dr. Jim Finnell, 1955, Piper City, 
Illinois, was the subject of a pictorial 
and feature story entitled “Country 
Vet” in the October 1992 issue of LIFE 
Magazine. The reporter joined the 
38-year veteran of veterinary medicine 
as he visited animal patients and 
philosophized about his work.
■ Dr. Robert Pensinger. 1960, 
director and founder of the Veterinary 
Post-Graduate Institute in Santa Cruz, 
California, received the Regional 
Service Award for outstanding service 
to the veterinary profession from the 
American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA) Far West Region at their 
August meeting. The recipient is 
nominated by his peers and must 
meet the requirements of the AAHA.
■ Dr. J. Wayne Rehn, 1961, has 
left practice in Alpha, 111., and has 
begun duties as an American Veteri­
nary Medical Association Professional 
Liability Insurance Trust represent­
ative. His responsibilities will include 
making presentations about pro­
fessional liability at meetings, 
assisting members with individual 
inquiries, and regularly reviewing 
claims and advising the insurer on 
how to handle them.
■ The twin daughters of Dr. and 
Mrs. Warren Brunton, 1962, of 
Bloomington, 111., were both selected 
to the University of Illinois’ home­
coming court. Finalists for the court 
are selected on the basis of academic 
achievement, campus activities, an 
interview, and an essay. Christy is 
majoring in business administration 
and Cindy is majoring in finance.
Both will graduate in May.
■ Dr. John Fruin, 1962, recently 
retired from his position as colonel in 
the U.S. Army, has been appointed to 
the Florida Department of Agriculture, 
Bureau of Food and Meat Inspection, 
Tallahassee, Florida.
■ Several Illinois alumni were elected 
to council and committee positions 
during the annual AVMA meeting in 
Boston, Massachusetts in August.
Dr. Ronnie Elmore, 1972, associate 
dean at Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, is a member-at-large on 
the Council on Public Relations.
Dr. Robert Kinser, 1961, Carlinville, 
111., (representing private food animal 
clinical practice); Dr. William Wright, 
1966, Springfield, 111., (representing 
private small animal clinical practice), 
and Dr. James McKean, 1970, 
extension veterinarian, Ames, Iowa, 
(representing governmental service), 
were selected to the Council on 
Governmental Affairs. These individu­
als will represent the AVMA through­
out the coming year.
■ Dr. James Rising, 1966, was 
recently commissioned into the U.S. 
Navy Medical Corps. As a flight 
surgeon, his primaiy duties will be to 
treat and fly alongside Naval aviators. 
After spending more than 17 years in 
veterinaiy medicine, Dr. Rising 
returned to the U of I to complete an 
M.D. degree. He joined the Navy 
Reserve in July 1992 and is stationed 
in Pensacola, Florida.
■ Dr. Jayne Jensen, 1970, Issaquah, 
Washington, has been named the 
1992 Morris Animal Foundation
Veterinary State Chairperson 
of the Year. She accepted the 
fj%  * award from Dr. Warren
Walker> Veterinary Divisional 
Vice President and Trustee of 
H r M o r r i s  Animal Foundation, at 
the Foundation’s annual 
meeting in June 1992. The 
award is given to the veterinaiy state 
chairperson who exhibits dedication 
and commitment in educating the 
public about the valuable health 
studies conducted by the Foundation, 
and in raising funds to help fund 
health studies at veterinary colleges 
throughout the nation.
■ Dr. Ed Lewis, 1972, has opened up 
a shop called The Collector’s Sports 
Gallery in Orland Park, 111. The store 
specializes in sports memorabilia, a 
long-time interest of Dr. Lewis’s. He 
still consults with the Avenue Animal 
Hospital in Tinley Park, 111., as well.
■ Dr. Michael McElvaine, 1976, 
Washington, D.C., has earned board 
certification in the American College of 
Preventive Medicine (ACVPM). After 
years in private practice, he returned 
to school at Minnesota, where he 
earned an MS degree in public health 
in 1987. He then worked with USDA 
in Ames, Iowa, and after that, as an 
Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer 
at the Lead Poisoning Branch of the 
Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Currently, he serves as 
Senior Staff Veterinarian for the Risk 
Analysis Section, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service, USDA, 
Hyattsville, Maryland.
■ Dr. Donald Monke. 1977, Plain 
City, Ohio, has been elected chairman 
of the board of directors of Certified 
Semen Services (CSS). CSS is a 
subsidiary of the National Association 
of Animal Breeders and is the govern­
ing agency for bull health items and 
bovine semen identification programs 
in the U.S. AI industry. Dr. Monke has 
also been appointed vice president of 
Sire Health Programs of Select Sires, 
Inc., Plain City, Ohio, where he has 
been employed since 1977.
■ Dr. Hattie Bortnowski, 1981,
a clinical instructor in neurology at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital, 
recently passed her board examina­
tion to become a Diplomate of the 
American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine.
■ Dr. Melanie Mokos, 1984, has been 
promoted to Senior Veterinarian at the 
Chicago Anti-Cruelty Society. She is 
responsible for implementing all 
medical practices within the clinic. 
Along with the Society’s director, she 
will oversee the veterinary staff, begin 
researching an early spay/neuter 
program, and implement a volunteer 
veterinarian program.
■ Dr. Jeffrey Fortman, 1985, a 
clinical veterinarian at the Biologic 
Resources Laboratory at the Univer­
sity of Illinois at Chicago Circle, has 
become a diplomate of the American 
College of Laboratory Animal Medi­
cine. He oversees the nonhuman 
primate colony.
■ Dr. Heather Jans, 1986, recently 
passed her board examination in 
internal medicine, making her a 
Diplomate of the American College 
of Veterinaiy Internal Medicine.
She lives in Mundelein, 111.
■ Dr. Terrance Hamilton, 1987, 
has attained diplomate status in 
the American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine with a subspecialty 
in oncology. He is the staff oncologist 
at The Veterinary Referral Clinic in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where he sees both 
oncology and internal medicine 
referrals.
■ Dr. Karen Kuhl, 1987, diplomate 
of the American College of Veterinary 
Dermatology, has joined the Dermatol­
ogy Referral Service of the Veterinaiy 
Specialty Clinic, Riverwoods, 111.
■ Dr. Alan Stewart, 1987, who has 
been serving as a small animal intern 
at Special Veterinaiy Services, 
Berkeley, California, recently passed 
his board examinations to make him a 
Diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine.
■ Dr. Janet Forrer, 1992, has 
accepted a position with the Red Rock 
Animal Clinic in Gallup, New Mexico. 
Her job includes operating a mobile 
veterinaiy clinic on the Navajo Indian 
Reservation two days a week.
She works with both large and 
small animals.
“ To all veterinarians, alumni and 
nonalumni, faculty, staff and students, 
clients and friends, and members of my 
family, I express my sincere thanks for 
your participation in my retirement party 
and your continued contribution to the 
Erwin Small Scholarship Fund. The 
Committee, chaired by Fred Troutt, 
reached significant heights with a little 
urging from yours truly. Our College and 
University made a tremendous impact on 
many visitors."
—Dr. Erwin Small, class of 1957.
Veterinary
REPORT
W in te r  1 9 92 /7
College Briefs
• Dr. Mike Muhlbauer, resident in 
veterinary biosciences with interests 
in nuclear medicine and radiology, 
recently passed his board certification 
examinations in veterinaiy radiology, 
making him a diplomate of the Ameri­
can College of Veterinary Radiology.
• Dr. Dan Morton, clinical assistant 
professor and assistant director of 
laboratory animal care, and Dr. Joe 
Thulin, clinical veterinarian in com­
parative medicine, recently passed 
their board certification examinations 
in laboratory animal medicine, making 
them diplomates of the American 
College of Laboratory Animal Medicine. 
Dr. Morton was already a diplomate of 
the American College of Veterinary 
Pathologists.
• Dr. Deoki Tripathy, professor 
of veterinary pathobiology at the 
college, attained board certification 
in the new specialty of veterinaiy 
poultry medicine. This makes him
a diplomate of the American College J
of Poultry Veterinarians. H
• Dr. Richard E. Isaacson.
associate professor of veterinary 
pathobiology, is editor of a new book 
entitled Recombinant DNA Vaccines: 
Rationale and Strategy. Published in 
July 1992, the book is designed to help 
readers decide whether recombinant 
DNA vaccines can be helpful to them, 
and if so, what strategy they should 
use in implementing them.
•  Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock, professor 
of veterinaiy pathobiology, has been 
selected as one of four representatives 
from the Urbana-Champaign campus
to the Committee on Institu­
tional Cooperation (CIC) 
Academic Leadership Pro­
gram. The CIC is the academic 
consortium of the Big Ten 
Universities and the Univer­
sity of Chicago. Participants in 
the Academic Leadership 
Program develop their leadership and 
managerial skills to find creative, 
workable solutions to problems that 
face the institutions.
• Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock, professor 
of veterinary pathobiology, was elected 
to a three-year term as Councillor for 
the Society of Toxicologic Pathologists 
effective in June 1992. She was also 
invited to serve on the Editorial Board 
of theToxicologic Pathology journal for a 
three-year term effective July 1, 1992.
•  Dr. Carolyn Kilroy, graduate 
student iirveterinaiy biosciences, 
received the Hoechst-Roussel Agri-Vet 
Graduate Student Award consisting of 
$500. The award, based on scholastic 
achievement and need, helps pay a 
graduate student’s way to a conference 
to present a research paper. Dr. Kilroy 
is studying the pharmacodynamics of 
penicillin G and actinobacillus pleuro­
pneumonia (a swine respiratory 
pathogen).
• Dr. R. David McQueen, dairy cattle 
extension veterinarian at the college, 
was selected as Extension Veterinarian 
of the Year by the American Association 
of Extension Veterinarians (AAEV).
He received the award during the 
organization’s annual meeting on
August 2, 1992, held concur- 
j P S H  rently with the AVMA Annual 
' s Convention in Boston,
U M  Massachusetts. The award 
I r ' ^ l l  was presented by Dr. LeRoy 
Biehl, coordinator of the 
college's continuing education 
section, on behalf of AAEV.
•  Effective August 21, 1992,
Dr. Gordon Baker was named Chief 
of Staff of the Large Animal Clinic and 
Dr. Alan Parker was named Chief of 
Staff of the Small Animal Clinic. They 
d will also serve as assistant department 
heads in veterinaiy clinical medicine. 
Each will coordinate professional 
operations germane to the conduct of 
relevant hospital and departmental 
functions, 
i
• Dr. Rex Hess, associate professor of 
veterinary biosciences, has been ap­
pointed as the new director of the 
Center for Electron Microscopy on the 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
campus. For a nine-month interim
Lc period, he will have a 50-percent 
appointment at the Center and a 
50-percent appointment in veterinary 
biosciences. During this interim period, 
Dr. Hess will evaluate the Center 
facilities as well as the teaching re­
quirements and instruments needed to 
meet future demands for microscopy on 
the campus.
D • Steve Deisher, third-year veterinary 
l student, has been selected to partici­
pate in the Pfizer Animal Health 
Student Representative Program.
One student is chosen at each of the 
nation’s veterinaiy colleges to plan and 
implement selected educational
activities tailored to complement the
veterinary school curriculum and to 
increase exposure to the principles of 
veterinary pharmacology and therapeu­
tics. Students are chosen on the basis 
of their academic achievements, 
leadership, and interest in pharmacol­
ogy and food animal medicine.
•  Laura Gumprecht, fourth-year 
veterinary student, has received a 
second grant from the Merck Academic 
Development Program. She is continuing 
her student assistantship with
Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock in the 
department of veterinary pathobiology, 
with the intention that it may develop 
into a graduate research proposal.
• Dr. William C. Wagner, associate 
dean for research, attended the 12th 
International Congress on Animal 
Reproduction in The Hague, The 
Netherlands, from August 23-27, 1992. 
Dr. Wagner has served as president of 
the Congress’ Executive Committee 
since 1988 and was reelected to that 
position through the 13th Congress 
which will be held in Sydney, Australia 
in July, 1996. Dr. Wagner also chaired 
a symposium during the Congress on 
the topic of Parturition in Domestic 
Animals. The 12th Congress had an 
attendance of 1,100 scientists from 
throughout the world.
• Dr. Brendan McKieman, associate 
professor of veterinaiy clinical medi­
cine, is editor of a new book in the 
hard -bound Veterinary Olinics o f North 
America: Small Animal Practice serials 
entitled “ Update on Respiratory 
Diseases.” Published in September, the 
book provides veterinarians with the 
latest information on the physiology, 
diagnosis and treatment of respiratory 
diseases in small animals. In addition 
to editing the volume, Dr. McKieman 
co-authored two chapters in it.
•  Two librarians from Makerere 
University, Kampala, Uganda, are 
spending six months at the UI College 
of Veterinary Medicine to become 
familiar with a fully automated 
veterinaiy library, its relationship to 
the general university library, and learn 
how they can enhance their own 
veterinaiy library. The visits of
David Mutazindwa, Veterinary Med­
icine Librarian, and James Mugasha, 
University Librarian, are funded by the 
University of Illinois Library’s 
Mortenson International Fellows 
Program. The UI and the College of 
Veterinaiy Medicine have a memoran-
Poisonous Plant Garden P\rovides Fertile Learning Groundfor Students, Public
THE POISONOUS PLANT Garden is brim­
ming with an array of plant species, 
each of them toxic in some way.
Dr. Val Beasley, a toxicologist at the 
veterinary college, uses the garden as 
part of his coursework. Students walk 
out among the 100 species of plants 
native to Illinois or commonly used as 
ornamentals or house plants and 
learn under what circumstances the 
plants can be toxic.
The garden offers some surprises, 
because at first glance one wouldn’t 
expect some of its inhabitants to be 
toxic. For example, com and wheat 
can be poisonous if nitrates are 
present.
According to the pamphlet available 
to visitors at the garden’s entrance, 
“Toxic effects of plants vaiy with the 
health status, age, and species of the 
individual(s). Time of year, humidity,
growth conditions, growth stage, 
and other factors also play a role in 
the toxicity of the plant.”
The garden is an eye-opener. 
Veterinaiy students and others 
gain first-hand knowledge of how 
certain plants look and how they 
can be toxic. This knowledge helps 
them avoid potential problems as 
they encounter these plants in 
everyday situations.
The garden was made possible 
through monetary donations and 
gifts of plants, supplies, or time 
from numerous individuals and 
businesses.
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dum of understanding with the 
University of Makerere and their 
veterinary school, and several faculty 
members have had exchanges with 
those at Makerere.
• Dr. Joanne (Neilsen) Graham,
veterinary poison information special­
ist, veterinary biosciences, received first 
place in the Resident’s competition at 
the Veterinary Cancer Society meeting 
in October. Her talk was entitled 
“Comparison of Immunohistochemical 
and Dextran-coated Charcoal Assays 
for Detection of Estrogen Receptors in 
Canine Mammaiy Tumors.”
• The UI College of Veterinary Medi­
cine confirmed that a rare California 
condor died from drinking antifreeze 
after kidney tissue samples were sent 
to the college’s Diagnostic Laboratory 
for analysis in early November. Tests 
showed that the bird died from 
drinking ethylene glycol, a colorless 
syrupy alcohol used in antifreeze. 
Traces of propylene glycol, also found 
in antifreeze, were also found in the 
tissue samples.
IVeYe Looking for 
News About You!
Veterinary Report welcomes news of 
your professional achievements and we’re 
sure your, colleagues and classmates will 
be interested too! Send us news of your 
recent accomplishments, along with a black 
and white photo if you have one. We’ll gladly 
print what we have room for.
Please take a minute to fill in the form below 
and send it to: Veterinary Report, UI College 
of Veterinary Medicine, 2938 VMBSB, 2001 
S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61801. Thanks!
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